DID A GOOD GOD 


Make a Bad World? 


by 
A consideration of the age-long prob- 
lem of the origin of evil and the GEORGE McCREADY 


justice of God. PRICE 


HE arch or gateway of Janus, which stood at the northeast 

corner of the Forum in old Rome, represented a deity that 
faced in two directions,— backward to the past, and forward to 
the future. 

The great problem we are here dealing with is Janus-faced, 
in that it also looks both backward and forward,— back to the 
origin of things, and forward to the final outcome of the affairs 
of the world and of the universe. 

Various people at various times have given very different 
answers to this question. Indeed, the answers which people give 
to it lie at the very foundation of all the great religions in the 
world. At some time and by some people, every single term in 
this question has been denied. We may consider briefly some 
of the more common ways of meeting this question. 

1. Many have denied that there is any God, or in other words, 
have denied that any Being had anything tc do with originat- 
ing the universe. Such people we call atheists. Of course, such 
people deny that the universe was made, or created. And they 
usually deny that the universe is bad. “How can we speak of 
anything’s being bad,” they say, “when it is the only thing there 
is, the only thing that ever was, and the only thing that ever 
will be?” 

But we are after truth, not. opinions; and I do not think we 
shall make much progress toward a true solution of this problem 
by denying the existence of God. We can get nowhere by such 
a denial. For the greater part of a lifetime, I have been deal- 
ing with scientific problems; and from this point of view, there 
are far too many proofs of a great Mind at the head of the 
universe, for me to think of questioning the existence of a per- 


No. 18 BIBLE TRUTH SERIES 


* 


2 Dip A Goop Gop MAKE A Bap WorLpD? 


sonal Being who is in some way responsible for this world and 
the universe as a whole, and who is now in charge of it in all of 
its most minute and far-extended manifestations. 

So we shall pass by this answer without further comment. 

2. Some have denied the world itself. That is, they say this 
material universe, in,which we live and of which we seem to 
form a part, is only a gigantic delusion. There is nothing to it. 
It is all in our own minds, our imaginations. Such are the 
many millions of mystics, first and primarily in the Orient, 
where this doctrine has flourished for millenniums and is now 
held by perhaps a third of the human race; and second, here in 
America, where we have many religions, like Christian Science 

and Theosophy, which are founded upon this same doctrine. 

But the man who denies the existence of mind, and the man 
who says there is nothing in the universe but mind, are both 
alike insane. A true and right use of our minds tells us that 
there is something recognizable by our senses which is not mind; 
and to deny this latter fact, is to throw all our thinking into 
chaos, or in other words, to become not sane or sound-minded. 

3. Others have denied that God made the world bad; but 
they do this by saying that the world (or the universe) was 
bad to begin with; God is simply trying to make it over into a 
better world. He is having a hard time of it, but is doing the 
best He can under the circumstances, and needs encouragement. 
This is the teaching of H.-G. Wells and of many others. It is 
also expressly or implicitly the teaching of most evolutionists. 


A Sane and Plausible Explanation 


4. A fourth class deny that God made the world bad; for they 
say He made it good in every way, and that by a process which 
they call the entrance of evil or of sin into the universe, things 
have become bad, or perverted from their original condition: 
And they say that God is permitting this sort of thing to last 
for a while; but that He has a well-conceived and efficient plan, 
which He is now steadily working out, to make the world over, 
and eliminate from it all the bad features. And they say 
that we should not judge of work half done; for according to 
the old proverb, only children and fools do so. Hence it would 
be wise for us not to judge of the efficiency of this plan of God 
for the regeneration of the universe, by the experiences which 
we may have while this plan is still incomplete. 

This latter I understand to be the Christian answer to our 
question. Accordingly, we shall have to devote much more space 
to the statement of this solution of the problem, developing it 
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more fully than the others. This is because I am a Christian, | 
and I must teach. what seems to be the truth in the light of © 
Christian teaching and Christian knowledge. 

The first thing in such.a study will be to get a broad view 
of what we mean by the evil condition of our world. To do this, 
we need but visit famine-stricken and plague-ridden portions of 
the Old World. Nay, we have but to visit our hospitals, our in- 
sane asylums, or the jails and penitentiaries of our country, to 
get a glimpse of the fact that the world is indeed in a bad way. 
And history testifies that things have always been pretty much 
as they are now, so far as human records can reveal the past. 
The fossil strata of the rocks also show that the earth is a huge 
mausoleum, where suffering and death have prevailed among 
the lower forms of life as well, ever since these rocky pages of 
nature’s diary were engraved in the long ago. 


The Present a State of Probation 


But you ask, If a Being of infinite benevolénce has made this - 
world, why do we not see this benevolence alone manifested in 
the happiness and peace and harmony of the universe? Surely, 
even if we did not have the Bible to tell us the reason, would 
not the natural suspicion arise that something has occurred to 
bring about a derangement in an originally perfect world? For 
it is very obviously not a world of retribution alone; for if God 
were merely wreaking His vengeance on the human race, there 
would not be so many countless manifestations of forbearance 
and kindness throughout the world of life. But if we once ar- 
rive at the idea that the present state is one of probation, with 
all the circumstances of life adapted to the discipline of the 
beings who are in rebellion against their Maker and who might 
be restored into harmony with Him, the puzzle is at once solved, 
and all things assume an understandable aspect. 

And all these things are amplified and further explained by 
the Revelation of the Christian religion. The latter tells us 
that all this evil in our world is the result of sin, the result of 
the human race’s having chosen something different from God’s 
way, something out of harmony with the fundamental laws of 
the universe. All these evil consequences have resulted either 
naturally, or by the direct decree of God, because of this state of 
revolt in which this world is with reference to the moral govern- 
ment of God. Christianity says that God is love ; but He hates 
sin, and sin is the only thing in the universe that He does hate. 
But in order to show what a hideous thing sin really is, He has 
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allowed it to go on developing, and has allowed all these evil 
results to follow as inevitable consequences. Thus sin is the 
real cause, the primal cause, of all pain in the past, all pain, all 
woe, yet to come, the cause of every tear, every heartache. 


Sin Explains the Woeful Situation 


But what is this thing called sin? 

This can properly be understood only in the light of the idea 
of a-self-existent Creator, the supreme moral Governor of the 
universe. As He has created all things, and as He momently 
sustains all things, not only must His will be supreme, but any- 
thing out of harmony with His will for the individual or for the 
universe must necessarily be what we call sin, and must in- 
evitably result in discord and a derangement in the life of the 
universe. If such were allowed to exist, it must necessarily re- 
sult in a widespread condition of misery and distress — unless, 
indeed, God is Himself a tyrant, and is governing the world 
arbitrarily; in which case there might be better ways for His 
creatures than those ways which He has prescribed for them. 

This last contingency I understand to be the real problem of 
evil; and the gradual working out of the vindication of the 
character and the government of God, is what is really going 
on now in our universe. This is the great controversy between 
good and evil, the great conflict of the ages; and a Christian is 
simply one who takes God’s side in this conflict, and is willing 
to abide by His government and to accept His terms of peace 
and surrender. All others are still rebels against the divine 
government. 

The Bible and a rational philosophy alike testify that God 
made His universe originally full of happy intelligences, giv- 
ing free will, or the power of choice, to each. But herein was 
a risk; for to endow intelligent personalities with the power of 
choice, with real freedom of the will, must involve the possibility 
that some day one of these free personalities would choose a 
course of action out of harmony with the fundamental principles 
of the universe, and out of accord with the Creator’s plans. 
And this means that such a wrong choice would be something 
more than a mere mistake or an intellectual error. The latter 
would not be a moral wrong, and would need only education to 
remedy it; but a deliberate choice out of harmony with the prin- 
ciples of the universe would be deliberate rebellion, nothing else, 
and would have to be dealt with as such. 


Dip a Goop Gop MAKE A Bap Wortp? 5 


A Cause Would Be an Excuse 


But the reader may ask, What could cause a free, happy — 
being thus to enter upon a course that meant deliberate and 
open rebellion against the Creator and Sustainer of the uni- 
verse? How hopeless and insane such a warfare! What could 
induce any sensible being to take such a course? 

Here is where we need to reason very carefully; for it is on 
this very point that so many have made shipwreck of logic and 
of all rational dealing with this problem. 

We cannot hope to show a cause for such a course of action; 
for to show any cause for it whatever, would be to excuse it, and” 
thus to defend it. To show a cause for it would make it due to 
something outside of the being himself, and hence would make 
it not his fault but his misfortune. And this would shift the 
whole responsibility back upon the Creator, for allowing a set 
of conditions or circumstances that would induce such a result. 
No; sin is uncaused, unaccountable. It is due to a real moral 
wrong on the part of some being, who, perhaps, did not at all 
realize all the consequences involved in his choice, but who. de- 
liberately chose to enter upon a course opposed to the funda- 
mental principles of the universe. And this not because he had 
been created weaker than others, or had been created with any 
natural bias toward evil; this would again throw back the re- 
sponsibility upon the Creator. All we can say is that he abused 
the high freedom with which his Creator had endowed him, and 
entered upon a course opposed to the will or principles of the > 
Ruler of the universe. 

And what the particular point was about which the difference 
arose would not make much difference. Essentially it would be 
a selfish choice of some sort. 


Why Didn’t God Destroy Lucifer? 


The Bible seems to imply that this first note of discord in the 
harmony of the universe came in on the part of Lucifer, one of 
the very highest of the angelic inhabitants of the universe, and 
that the particular point on which it first showed itself was a 
spirit of jealousy. 

Why did God not nip this rebellion in the bud, by dealing 
with this being as he then deserved? Had He done so, the rest of 
the universe would have continued to serve Him; but theirs would 
have been a fear-inspired service, and not that free, loving serv- 
ice which alone can be pleasing to the great Father. The uni- 
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verse must be carried along with Jehovah in feeling and in 
“sympathy, firmly convinced of His justice and kindness in all 
His dealings with His creatures. Only as the plans of the great 
archrebel were allowed to be developed, and as their degrading 
effects were seen upon both angels and men, could the subtle 
influence of the great deceiver be fully counteracted, and all 
seeds of suspicion and questioning of God’s government finally 
and utterly eradicated. 


The Consequences of Sin Should Cause Repentance 


‘When God permitted the scene of the controversy to be trans- 
ferred to this earth, it was only as a part of His general plan 
to allow sin to come to full maturity, to go to seed, in order to 
show its real nature. God had made man upright, “in His own 
image,” and had placed him in charge of this world. But man 
took the side of the great rebel; and by the mysterious alchemy 
of sin, his heart became selfish, and he too was then out of joint 

with nature and nature’s God. By this change on man’s part, 
the delicate equilibrium existing between him and the surround- 
ing things of nature also became unsettled; and as a sympathetic 
or reflex result of man’s fall, all nature became deranged, God 
choosing to allow all nature thus to witness to man of his fall, 
and to make this deranged natural law one of the chief means of 
winning him back tothe way of obedience, happiness, and peace. 


“Earth felt the wound; 
And Nature, from her seat, sighing through all her works, 
Gave signs of woe that all was lost.” 


The whole plan of redemption, including the death of the 
divine Son of God, is another phase of the plan of God for deal- 
‘ing with this moral disease called sin, which has fastened itself, 
like a cosmic cancer, on the fair universe where all had once 
been peace and happiness. This death of the One equal with 
God was the only way which divine wisdom itself could devise 
_ for accomplishing the cure of this cosmic disease. 

This is the explanation given by the Bible for the sin and 
misery now in our world. And this final redemption, with a 
clean, happy universe, is the only thing that could justify the 
Creator in making free intelligences with the awful possibilities . 
involved in giving them the power of choice. This was an enor- 
mous risk to run; but God’s wisdom is rapidly working out the 
vindication of His plan. 
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The Fault with Men, Not God 


In the light of all that has just been said, it will be seen that 
none of the suffering and distress now in our world is vindictively 
inflicted by God. Much of it is but the natural and inevitable 
result of departing from the laws of the universe ordained by 
the wise Creator. Many other events which seem to be very 
terrible, like the Deluge, have been in the strictest sense of the ~ 
word remedial, that is, designed by a wise Providence either 
directly to cure certain evils, or to prevent still worse evils in 
the future. 

Thus very much of the suffering and distress in our world is 
the inevitable result of certain forms of sin; other instances 
have been deliberately brought about by God to remedy worse 
evils or to prevent worse ones in the future. But besides all 
these, there are many others which are due to the maliciousness 
of the great rebel, “the prince of the power of the air,’ who 
seems to take delight in making God’s creatures as miserable as 
possible, and then points to this as the result of God’s work, 
‘throwing the blame for it all back upon the Creator. 


“Shall Not the Judge of All the Earth Do Right?” 


But let us be thankful that this long reign of sin and misery 
is now nearly at an end. The signs of the end of the age are 
all about us, exactly as pictured in the prophecies of the Book, 
and he who runs may read. The climax of rebellion has almost 
been reached. Soon we shall see the King of Eternity arise to 
cut short the career of demons and wicked men. Soon He shall 
come whose right it is to reign, who will thereafter reign as 
King of kings, and Lord of lords. 

And in that day of days, that great culmination of the ages, 
what will it matter that sin and misery were a little longer 
triumphant, or were a little more completely in control of our 
world, than we in our limited and shortsighted judgment thought 
proper:and just? “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
right?” What do we call ourselves Christians for, if it is not 
that we have definitely taken God’s side in this great controversy 
with the powers of darkness, and that we have refused to 
accept Satan’s story, which he is still trying so hard to get man- 
kind to accept and believe, namely, that God is a cruel tyrant, 
and that the sin and suffering in our world are all the results 
of God’s having made the world as He did, with man as a free 
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moral agent, having the power and the liberty to choose right 
or wrong? As Christians, it is our first duty to repudiate this 
monstrous lie of the great rebel, and to brand it as a libel on the 
character of our Father, who our Bible assures us is a God 
of love. . 

God has done His part. He so loved the world that He gave 
His only-begotten Son to insure the redemption of all who de- 
sire to be saved and to accept His government. Truly sin must 
be a horrible thing, when it cost the death of the eternal Son of 
God. But with this sacrifice already completed, and with the end 
of the great controversy in sight, and the long reign of sin and 
suffering rapidly drawing to a close, we do well as Christians 
to remember that our great Creator, who knows the end from 
the beginning, is steadily working out the vindication of truth 
and righteousness with just as little of human distress and suf- 
fering as is consistent with the completeness of the lesson for 
the universe for all coming time. God is love; His ways are 
just and true, and permit of out highest and noblest develop- 
ment; and only by our living in harmony with His law can the 
universe be safe from a continuance of the distress and suffer- 
ing through which this world is now temporarily passing. 


THE GREAT CONTROVERSY 
BETWEEN CHRIST and SATAN 


Beet in heaven, has increased in intensity to the 
present time, and will continue until Satan, 
with sin, is destroyed. All are participants in this 
titanic struggle for the hearts of men. 

The book of over 700 pages, bearing the above- 
mentioned title, gives a vivid portrayal of Jerusa- 
lem’s destruction, and a most enlightening history 
of God’s people in the Dark Ages period when 
millions died the martyr’s death, and the tiny 
flickering light of the Reformation all but went 
out. Last-day conditions, their meaning, and the 
ultimate outcome of the great struggle are also 
presented in a true and masterful way. 

Two bindings—cloth at $2.50; limp leather at 
$3.50. Postage prepaid. 
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